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Alumni Board Celebrates at the
New Dining Lab Restaurant

On Wednesday night, December 4th, members of the Monroe College
Alumni Board gathered for a festive holiday dinner hosted at the Dining
Lab, a new student-run restaurant at Monroe’s New Rochelle Campus.
The attendees were amazed by the changes they saw around campus,
from the ongoing construction of a new, state-of-the-art dorm building
to the transformation of the college cafeteria into an upscale gourmet
restaurant and pastry café.
The Dining Lab is popular among members of the Monroe College
community and neighborhood patrons alike. As Ameil Sloley, local
resident and Monroe alumna said, “I can’t believe we have this
restaurant so close to my area! The Dining Lab is a great place to bring
my family and friends.”
The Alumni Board meets several times a year and is actively involved in
all of the Alumni Association’s activities. In addition, its members have
established a successful chapter of Toastmasters International, which
meets at Milavec Hall on the second and fourth Thursday of every month.

Pictured above from left to right are: Sheneil Brown ‘11, Gregory Scotland ‘06, Ameil Sloley
‘03, Catherine Barreto ‘02, Leslie Jerome, Alumni Director, Leanna Alexander ‘04, Monica
King ‘67, Ann Marie Ferguson ‘99. Back Row: Jerome Rice ‘08, Barry Greene, Asst. Director,
Roxanne Shannon ‘05, Natasha Neysmith ‘08.

Alumni Spotlight: Mark Cruz, ‘06, Fling Design
Mark Cruz has always had an entrepreneurial spirit.
By the time he was ten years old, he already aspired
to start his own business. Only two years ago, at 26,
the Bronx native launched Fling Design, a successful
creative design firm that has served clients such
as Nielsen and FedEx. The company specializes in
web design, video, and commercials as well as print
media. Fling Design is known for the variety of quality work it produces inhouse, as well as the individualized attention it gives to each client.
Mark has a long history with Monroe College. He began taking classes at
Monroe as part of a high school enrichment program, and then returned
after graduation to earn a degree in business management. “Monroe
taught me what I needed to know about the flexibility necesssary to run
a successful business. Monroe was alone among the local schools in
accommodating my busy schedule with night and online classes.”
As a professional, Mark continues to work closely with Monroe. Fling Design
was recently hired to contribute their photography skills to the Monroe
Ecosystem, the college’s Linkedin group. “I look forward to utilizing the
revitalized alumni network to connect with and offer internship opportunities
to students and alumni as my company grows,” Mark concluded.

Gaddy Hall, a New Residence Hall
Addition to the New Rochelle Campus
Monroe College’s New Rochelle Campus is getting an update this year
with the construction of a six-story, mixed-use building on Main Street.
According to Stephen Jerome, President of Monroe College, “the new hall
is one of Monroe’s most exciting and ambitious mixed-use projects yet and
will contribute to the revitalization of New Rochelle’s downtown area.”
The new building will be called Gaddy Hall to honor a preeminent
educator and administrator, Dr. James R. Gaddy, who recently retired
from his illustrious career as a great mentor, teacher, principal and the
Superintendent of Schools of New Rochelle. The building will provide
housing for 300 students, enabling the college to consolidate students
currently living in other buildings around the downtown area into one
central location nearer to the campus’s academic buildings. In addition
to being a dormitory, Gaddy Hall will also feature a 250-seat cafeteria,
seven classrooms, and offices for faculty and administrators.
The building’s construction, which began following a groundbreaking
ceremony on October 31st, is scheduled for completion in August of this
year. Students will begin taking up residence for the Fall 2014 semester.

Greetings and best wishes
for the New Year! I hope this
coming year will be exciting and
productive for all our alumni,
with good health and happy
times with family and friends.
It brings me such pride and
satisfaction to have connected
with so many of our graduates
using the Monroe College group
and the Monroe Ecosystem
on Linkedin. The Monroe
Ecosystem is our private corner
of Linkedin where Monroe
staff, students, and alumni can
have extended discussions
and network with each other.
These groups give our 30,000
graduates
scattered
across the
globe a way to stay connected.
Our graduates are more
than a degree and a set of
skills; many of you have set
yourselves apart in your fields
with your vision and creativity,
and have been recognized for
these qualities with awards
and commendations. Linkedin
is an opportunity to showcase
your passion, creativity,
success, and achievements in
your field, and it is wonderful
to see how many of you are
utilizing this useful tool.
I look forward to staying in
touch with you and keeping you
posted about all the exciting
changes happening at Monroe.
Sincerely,
Leslie Jerome
Alumni Director

upcoming events
4Toastmaster Speech
Competition February 13th
4Defensive Driving Class —
February 22nd and March 1
4Florida Alumni Reunion —
March 15th
4Grad Week —
March 24th – 28th
4Family Day at The Bronx
Zoo — May 31st
To register for Alumni
events go to our Events
Calendar.
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